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Twitter wedding is a world first 

All wedding arrangements made using social media  

Zeist, the Netherlands — Wednesday October 20, 2010 will see the world’s first crowdsourced and crowdfunded wedding take place in the Netherlands. Bride Jannetta Dorsman (44) and groom René Hoksbergen (48) will be exchanging vows in a ceremony dubbed their ‘twedding’: a wedding that has been planned and arranged via social network and news medium Twitter, put together entirely through crowdsourcing and crowdfunding – a world first. 

Groom proposed on Twitter 

The twedding came about after René Hoksbergen, an avid user of Twitter, used the social medium to ‘pop the question’ to his bride-to-be at a Twitter-themed social event last March. The proposal was not only witnessed by those attending the event, but of course also by everyone following the occasion on Twitter. This led to various offers to the couple to help them put together their big day. Graphic designers proposed to help create the wedding invitation, while wedding planners and photographers offered their services free of charge for the special occasion. The happy couple were even offered a honeymoon. 

Power of social media 

Subsequently, the idea arose to use social media to crowdsource and crowdfund the entire wedding. Both bride and bridegroom actively engage in social networking via the internet and feel their twedding provides them with an ideal opportunity to show how virtual connections can be used to build and maintain strong online bonds. “These past few months have been amazing,” Jannetta explains, “we were conscious that social media are very much about sharing and giving, but what we’ve so far accomplished, working with so many people that we’ve never even met in real life, has exceeded our wildest dreams.” The wedding cake, bridal gown, and bridegroom’s suit were all sourced online via the couple’s social networks, as were the location for the nuptial ceremony and a wedding reception for up to a thousand guests. Various performers will put in an appearance, while several musicians who have connected through Twitter will be forming a ‘twedding band’ for the occasion. Negotiations are underway for a celebrity to host the evening. The couple will be choosing a charity to raise money for as well. 

About the bride and groom 

Bride Jannetta Dorsman (44) and groom René Hoksbergen (48) are both entrepreneurs in the professional services industry. In the past they successfully founded a real estate agency together, which they sold last year. They recently launched a new nationwide real estate brand, Woningadviseurs (‘Home Advisors’). In addition to that, Jannetta works as a marketing, communications and social media consultant and trainer – she is considered an authority on digital marketing within the real estate sector – and as a lecturer for the Dutch association of estate agents NVM. As a public speaker Jannetta regularly addresses various groups of entrepreneurs across the Netherlands on subjects of marketing and social media, and she serves on the board of directors of an entrepreneurs association. 

Internet 

All the latest news about the twedding is available on the website dedicated to the event, twedding.nl. The website also provides the opportunity to register for anyone wishing to attend the party. Twitter users can keep up to date by following user @TweddingNL and hashtag #twedding. 

###

Editorial notes (not for publication): 

Bridal couple: Jannetta Dorsman & René Hoksbergen 

Contact: Jannetta Dorsman 

Email: welkom@twedding.nl 

Phone: +31 (0)6 502 03 653 (Netherlands) 
Twitter: @JanDor 
Wedding Planner: Het Bruidsmeisje (‘The Bridesmaid’) 

Contact: Vivian ter Huurne 

Email: vivian@hetbruidsmeisje.nl 

Phone: +31 (0)6 243 84 087 (Netherlands) 

Twitter: @VivianterHuurne 

PR: Commuwise 

Contact: Marcelle Warringa 

Email: marcelle@commuwise.nl 

Phone: +31 (0)6 130 61 216 (Netherlands)

Twitter: @Marcelle_W
Translations: YVA: Your Virtual Assistance  

Contact: Jo Hughes 

Email: jo@yvaweb.nl  

Phone: +44 (0)7853 196 656 (United Kingdom)

Twitter: @jojowiththeflow / @YVAweb 
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